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Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

“Sharing the  

Ointment  

for Jesus’ Feet,           

Giving God  

our Very Best”  
Cf. John 12:3                                   

Our mission statement: 

Celebrating God’s love  

by worshipping God, 

caring for each other,  

and serving in community. 
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BERGY’S BABBLE:   

WORD 3: WOMAN BEHOLD YOUR SON … 

 Andy Warhol said that everyone should be able to enjoy 15 minutes 

of fame and recognition.  Actually, when you think of it, if you count       

recitals, church pageants, dance revues, school skits, music contests and  

athletic honors, probably many of us have been in the spotlight for more 

than just 15 minutes.  Both parents and children are gratified and pleased if 

both Mom and Dad can be there to watch and provide moral support and 

wield a camera to record the event for posterity. 

 

 There was no camera on Calvary, but both Mother Mary and Father 

God were there woefully watching and waiting and witnessing as death 

crept closer to their Son. Calvary, the terrible stage starring personal humili-

ation, apparent failure in calling and vocation, savage punishment for crimes 

not committed, and the final step in the ritual status degradation of Jesus, the 

Christ of God. 

 

 He faced the crowd, looking for a sympathetic face but then not real-

ly wanting a sympathetic face to see him in that condition. The gravitational 

lassitude of near death made even thinking like lifting weights. He scanned 

the horizon, wondering how God’s plan is going to work itself out at this 

extreme moment.  There appears no cavalry on Calvary’s horizon. 

… /// ... 
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… /// …  Bergy’s Babble — Word 3: Woman  Behold Your Son ... 
 

 There only appears his Mother, walking through a gauntlet of lev-

elled lances to stand by her child.  She stood.  No violent demonstration 

rushing at Romans.  No hysterical collapses or histrionic outbursts.  She 

simply stands there. Mary and her sister Salome (Zebedee’s wife and John’s 

mother). Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.  And also John. 

One male disciple and four courageous women. They stood and did not faint 

despite the horror. 

 And Jesus sees the most familiar face in his life.  The first face of 

love, nurture, safety, meaning and contentment, still radiant with those qual-

ities even in the deepest pain and grief.  The one who attended his birth now 

attends his death, faithful unto death.  Perhaps in response Jesus tried to 

smile as if to say, “I’ll be OK Mom”, but it’s hard to lie to your mother. 
 

 Even as she gazed on the naked man with flayed flesh, she saw the 

naked baby at her breast with perfect skin, silky and heady with that sweet 

newborn smell…..nailed by remorseless people to remorseless wood with 

unconditional indifference. Unfeeling drunks, gamblers and killers are the 

coarse and crude midwives of Roman crucifixion and death. Jesus said, 

“Tear this temple down and it’ll be rebuilt in three days.”  But no one wit-

nessing the destruction of a human life on this scale could ever envision 

something like resurrection. One simply cannot come back from this. But 

Jesus is God’s true temple.  This, Mary and John know. 
 

 And Jesus speaks, “Dear woman, your son. Son, your mother.” He 

calls her ‘dear woman’ for three reasons that I can think of. #1. He does not 

want to burden her further by raising her emotional level with a tender    

personal address. To survive this moment there must be some objectivity.  

#2. He will want to conceal her true identity from the mob and the soldiers 

who will at the least rudely insult her and at the most rape and kill her on the 

spot.  #3. The words that follow a formal address like this will be under-

stood as a formal testamentary disposition under Jewish family law. This 

oral statement before witnesses seals a new legal relationship.                              
… /// ... 



3 

… /// …  Bergy’s Babble — Word 3: Woman  Behold Your Son ... 
 

 Jesus is widow Mary’s firstborn. Since Joseph’s death he has cared 

for her and the whole family. The four brothers, James, Joseph, Simon and 

Judas and the unnamed sisters, don’t believe in him as she and John do (John 

7:3-5), and John is a man of some means and ability to provide. Perhaps Je-

sus senses that their care would be less than she deserves.  Life will not be 

easy for the widowed mother of a condemned, crucified criminal. 
 

In John’s gospel, Mary’s ministry brackets the ministry of Jesus. It 

starts before Jesus birth and it continues after Jesus’ death and resurrection.  

In this third word from the cross, Jesus extends her tour of duty into the fu-

ture of the church. 
 

 In the Gospel of John, Mary appears in two scenes, the wedding at 

Cana, and at the foot of the cross. In both scenes there are at least a few dis-

ciples witnessing and Jesus’ hour is prominent.  At Cana, He tells his mother 

that His hour has not yet come.  At Calvary this is the only hour that is left 

so it must be His hour.  He is in his hour.  Who would’ve thought that this 

hour of degradation would be the hour also of inauguration and exaltation? 
 

 Do not be mistaken.  Jesus’ words here are NOT providing for and 

warehousing of an elderly matron.  It IS a mission prerogative.  It is rede-

ployment.  His mother’s role will now be supporting John, not Jesus.  This is 

not about John taking over for Jesus in taking care of poor old Mary.  At the 

foot of the cross, Mary is made the mother of the Beloved Disciple, and by 

association, we, the church, are also made her offspring to nurture and     

protect.  Now we are adopted too, as beloved children of God. 

 Jesus did not want his mother to see him draw his final breath. John 

19:27 says that “at that time”, John took Mary away into his home. This was 

goodbye. It was the completion of familial duty with a son’s love deeply  

expressed. It would be several hours before Jesus finally and mercifully   

succumbed to the torture. But Mary was safe with John according to some 

tradition, for at least twelve more years. 
… /// ... 
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… /// …  Bergy’s Babble — Word 3: Woman  Behold Your Son ... 
 

 It’s all about the incredible love of God as he purifies not just water into 

wine, or corruption in the temple and the stain of sin.  His purification extends 

through Mary to all of human life.  Even in the excruciating agony of crucifixion 

carrying the burden of all human sin, Jesus strategized, planned and prayed for 

others. “Father, forgive them.” “Today we’ll be in Paradise.” “Woman, behold 

your son! Son, behold your mother!”  Sometimes the present can be downright 

unbearable.  Focus on the future!  Amen.  

 See you in worship ………………..  Bergy 

WELCOME WITNESS 
 

When someone comes to visit your home, you want them to feel like they belong there.  

So we say things like, “Make yourself at home.”  That puts people at ease. We try to 

make them feel welcome and comfortable.  So, too, when we visit a church for the first 

time, being nervous and not knowing anyone, a friendly word of gracious acknowledge-

ment and acceptance makes all the difference in how welcome we feel. 
 

As you welcome newcomers, please keep in mind this checklist of helpful things to know 

and communicate: 
 

 Where the bulletin, hymnal and Bible can be found. 

 Where the pastor’s office is located. 

 Where the restrooms are. 

 Where Sunday School classes are. 

 Schedule of events. 

 Who to contact for specific needs. 

 Where the nursery is. 

 Where more information about the church can be found. 

 Where the coffee and cookies are. 

 Where the guest register is for signing (as much info as the persons are comfortable 

sharing). 

 Introductions to pastor and members of congregation. 
 

When you are a stranger walking into a church building you have many unspoken ques-

tions.  The greatest service we can do for that person is to extend our hand in friendship, 

tell our name and ask, “Is there anything that I can do for you or is there anything you 

need to know?”  
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COUNCIL MINUTES — MARCH 22, 2015 
 

Present were Pastor Jim Berggren, AIM Karen Davidson, Pastor John Arroyave, 

Wendy Lambeth, Warren Schick, Wayne Schaper, Mike Appling, Fredda Yurk, 

Rosie Haas, Nancy Beamesderfer, Ann Larson and Marilyn Flick.  Newly elected 

Council members:  Sandra Williams, Jay Byerly and Gordon Tinker were         

present.  Ernesto López could not attend. 
 

 Secretary's minutes were approved as amended.  Treasurer's report was       

reviewed and accepted. 
 

 Pastor Jim is pleased with attendance at mid-week Lenten services and 

thanked all who participated to make them and the lunches successful. 
 

 Pastor Karen has added 3 more people to her visitation roaster and needs more 

volunteers to help visit; reports that John Wenger and Warren Schick are 

learning the power point program for Sunday worship and the microphone 

system. 
 

 Thanks to Ernesto López who took care of much needed repairs to a section of 

the wall in the Fellowship kitchen.  We all appreciate his help. 
 

 Thanks also to Mike Appling for helping to facilitate a basketball program for 

area boys ages 9-10; Mike was available to open/lock the gym for practices 

and reports that the team had a successful season. 
 

 An Easter breakfast is being planned and volunteers are needed to help with 

preparation on Easter Saturday morning.  Please contact Wendy Lambeth if 

you can help. 
 

 The monthly Friday Night Lights program could use a few more good folks 

who are willing to assist in this outreach effort.  Check with Wendy if you are 

available and/or if you would like more information. 
 

 New Council members will be installed during worship on Sunday, March 29. 
 

 Spring Branch ISD will use the Youth Room from April 27, through May 5, 

2015, for early voting for the School Board election. 
 

 Next Council meeting is set for April 19, 2015 at 11:30 a.m. 
 

Meeting adjourned with the Lord's Prayer. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  

Marilyn Flick, Secretary 
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MAKE YOUR OWN PAPER WREATH on Craft Day, Wednesday 

April 15, at 10 AM in the Volunteer  Room.  Please bring glue gun and glue 

sticks, grapevine wreath and a book or magazine for the paper squares. A small 

wreath (10") can be completed in 1.5 hours. I plan to bring a book of my  

mother's colored designs so the wreath will be a colorful display and reminder 

of her.  A selection of ribbons for bows will be available. 
 

Cathy Elijah 

Maundy Thursday April 2 6:00 p.m.  Table Communion —FLC 

     And procession to the Sanctuary for  

     the Stripping of the Altar. 
 

Good Friday  April 3 7:00 p.m. English  — WC 

     7:00 p.m. Spanish  — FLC 

Saturday Informal 

Service   April 4 6:00 p.m. — AT (Atrium) 
 

Easter Sunday  April 5 7:00 a.m.  Easter Sunrise Service 

     8:00 a.m.  Easter Breakfast 

     9:30 a.m.  Easter Traditional Eng. Service 

              11:00 a.m.  Easter Traditional Spa. Service 



7 

 

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH  

OFFICERS  
 

President : Ann Larson 
 

Treasurer : Wayne Schaper 
 

Secretary : Sandra Williams 
 

Council : Jay Byerly  

   Rosie Haas  

   Wendy Lambeth 

   Gordon Tinker 

   Warren Schick 
 

Nominating  

   Committee : Pat Boessling 

   Suzan Cook 

   Julie Kilkenny 

   Louise McDonnold 
     

Endowment  

   Committee : Norma Berg 
 

   Ricki Finstad 
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STEPHEN MINISTRY 
 

My tree, the symbol of God's grace that grows just outside my bedroom 

window, my predictor of seasonal progressions, is starkly bare.  Of course, 

we've had a particularly bleak and lengthy winter, and the young buds of life 

waiting to break free have been stifled.  An occasional bird or two will fly 

onto the barren branches, but will quickly fly away. 
 

Though the buds have not yet appeared, and though the birds have not yet 

begun to congregate, we know the promise is there.  We know the Easter of 

our lives will burst forth with new life for all of God's creation.  And my 

tree will once again reflect this glorious renaissance. 
 

If something is stifling the brightness of God's promise for you, if you're not 

able to recognize this Springtime in your life, let a Stephen Minister help 

you.  Please call Pastor Jim, AiM Karen, or myself.  We are here for you. 
 

God bless, 
 

Marge Carroll, Stephen Ministry Coordinator 

 

DESPITE 
 

doctors’ and plumbers’ appointments plus a Lenten service/lunch, 11 men 

and 5 ladies gathered on 04 March for their monthly breakfast meeting.   
 

They were well-fed at Mytiburger and the guys were spiritually uplifted by 

John Wenger’s devotion, Fasting.  Both groups engaged in serious exchang-

es before, during and completing their get-togethers. 
 

The guys look forward to Bill Alexander, Charles Pustejovsky, Al Raschke 

and Bill Rogge all being able to rejoin the group soon – the gals wish Betty 

Mooney “All the Best!” in her new home in Arizona. 
 

Calvin 
Mooney, Betty 

6540 Butler Dr. Court 3 Apt. 83 

Glendale, AZ 85302-4398 
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Holy Cross members celebrating birthdays this month: 

In the month of March 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

donated flowers  

to the Glory of God. 

19 Ernest Luker 

20 Al Pivonka 

22 Margaret Drushel 

 Patrick Kilkenny 

 Lindsay Doler 

25 Mim Wignes 

 26 Leticia Cortez 

27 Benita Alvarado 

28 Ed Cooper 

29 Betty Boeker 

 Ethan Fisher 

 Georgene Schwartz 

 Jennifer Navarro 

30 Tommy Roberts 

 2 Lois Massie 

 3 Julie Yanta 

 4 Doris Anne Drosche 

 Albert Leps 

 6 Jeanette Dukleth 

 7 Michael O’Connor 

10 Bernard Hansen 

          Nairna Mira 

11 Richard Daze 

13 Hans Sunder 

 Sara Alanis 

15 David Farley 

 Herlinda Méndez 

 Mary Elena Sosa  

18 Ann Larson 

 Samantha de León 

Fredrickson, Maureen 

8002 Braeburn Valley Dr. 

Houston, TX  77074 

(281) 499-6971 
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DATE 
 

1st READING 

 

PSALM 
 

2nd READING 
 

GOSPEL 

 

04/05/2015 
Isaiah 

25:6-9 

118:1-2, 

14-24 

1 Corinthians 

15:1-11 

Mark 

16:1-8 

 

04/12/2015 
Acts 

4:32-35 

 

133 
1 John 

1:1—2:2 

John 

20-19-31 

 

04/19/2015 
Acts 

3:12-19 

 

4 
1 John 

3:1-7 

Luke 

24:36b-48 

 

04/26/2015 
Acts 

4:5-12 

 

23 
1 John 

3:16-24 

John 

10:11-18 

 READINGS, PSALMS & GOSPEL 

 APRIL 2015 

 FRIENDSHIP CLUB 
 

will be meeting April 18, at the church.  Table games begin at 4:00 p.m. 

and potluck supper at 5:00 p.m.  Please bring your favorite covered dish to 

share. Linda Carter from The Cottage of Spring Branch will be joining us.  

Please make plans to attend and enjoy good fellowship, good food and 

learn about some community resources helping senior citizens. 
 

Nancy Beamesderfer 
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R E M E M B E R  I N  P R A Y E R  

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE                             
 

FEBRUARY 2015 
 
 

English Services  :  129 

Spanish Services  :   90 
 

Ash Wednesday Services  

English = 43  /  Spanish = 87 

The homebound, disabled,  

long-term ill, and prolonged recovering.  

Ed Cooper 

Ora Dell Dittmar 

Betty Dodson 

Doris A. Drosche 

Doris Pannell 

Doris Polker 

Elsie Schulze 

Sue Vogt 

Roselain Larson 
 

If you are not receiving HCLC Prayer        

Request emails and would like to,           

please contact Renee Allcorn at                 

allcornr@swbell.net 
   

or (713) 254-8638   
Note that Prayer Request emails are                      

sent out daily, so if you are on the                          

email list and did not receive any email, 

please contact Renee. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
  

If you have any questions call  

Wayne Schaper, Sr. at (713) 465-5206.  
 

FEBRUARY 2015 
    

  Receipts      $ 21,751.00        

                  Expenses       40,388.74 

                  Balance   < $ 18,637.74> 
 

Operational receipts                                                         

  year to date received   ………..    $ 54,153.00          

Expenditures year to date  …….       77,652.04 

Balance                                    < $ 23,499.04> 

You  may sign up for Altar Flowers                     

in the Narthex.  

Suggested donation is $45.00  

and $10.00 for a rose. 

CHURCH OFFICE 

HOURS 
 

Monday—Thursday 

8:30 am—4:30 pm 
 

Friday 

8:30 am—2:30 pm 

HOLY CROSS 

Lutheran Church  
  

E-MAIL address:  
 

hclc@holycross.us 

Bill Alexander   

Randy Burns 

Ronald Burns 

Ed Cooper 

Marty Nebeling 

Jeri O’Neill 

Jane Powers 

Penny Ramírez 

Bill Rogge 

Sue Ruthstrom 

Walter Ruthstrom 
 

mailto:allcornr@swbell.net
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“Holy Cross Lutheran Church is a community of Christians  

gathered by God’s grace and reaching out through God’s love.” 

TELEPHONE EXTENSIONS 

100 
 

101 

Church Office  
Sussy Terry  
Office Manager & Events Coordinator 

103 Rev. Jim Berggren Senior Pastor 

104 Rev. Jhon J. Arroyave Hispanic Pastor 

105 Karen Davidson Associate In Ministry 

107 Financial Office 

108 Stephen Ministry Office 

109 Family Life Center 

110 Nursery 

111 Volunteer Office 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church  
in Spring Branch 
 

A Congregation of the  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) 
 

7901 Westview Dr.  
Houston, Texas 77055  
 

Tel. (713) 686-8253     
Fax (713) 686-9095 
 

E-mail:    hclc@holycross.us 
 

Website:  www.holycross.us 

 

 

YOUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

† Rev. Jim Berggren  —  Senior Pastor 
 Email :  jlberggren@holycross.us 
 

† Rev. Jhon Jairo Arroyave — Hispanic Pastor 
  Email :  jhonyave@holycross.us 
  

† Karen Davidson — Associate In Ministry
 Email : aimked@gmail.com 

 

† Sussy Terry — Office Manager  
 Email : hclc@holycross.us 
 

 

WORSHIP MUSICIANS 
 

Cathy Elijah                   Music Director / Organist 

Jo Ann Meeker                                    Pianist 

Ann Crick                                     Pianist 
 
 
 

EARLY LEARNING CENTER  
 

ELC (713) 461-5535 
 
 

OFFICERS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

Ann Larson                                   President 

Sandra Williams      Secretary   

Wayne Schaper, Sr.                                 Treasurer 

SATURDAY INFORMAL SERVICE 
 

6:00 p.m. — Atrium 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

English Service :  9:30 a.m. 

Sunday School :  11:00 - 11:45 a.m. 
 

Spanish Service:  11:00 a.m. 

Estudio Bíblico y Escuela Dominical 

12:00 noon 


